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Pensacola Junior College’s nationally recognized
patient simulation center has been designated as a
Center of Educational Excellence by Laerdal Medical
Corp. 

The Mary Ekdahl Smart Center for Patient
Simulation Training & Research at the
Warrington campus received the honor during
the Laerdal Centers of Excellence Program held in
Miami in December. 

PJC becomes only the second community college
in North America to receive this distinction.

Laerdal Medical Corp. is the largest
 manufacturer of high-fidelity patient
 simulators in the world. The three-year award
was based on a formal review by a board of
senior Laerdal managers and independent
advisors and a site visit.

“We are honored to receive this
 designation,” says Warrington campus
Provost Marcia Williams. “It
 provides us the opportunity to
 collaborate with many of the national
leaders in medical and healthcare   -
 simulation. It will help us develop our
vision of  service to our students and the
 healthcare community in our area.”

The 12,000-square foot Center has 
a threefold mission of supporting the
nursing and allied health programs at
the college, collaborating with health-
care providers in the region to provide
professional continuing education and
to conduct research on simulation to
improve patient care.

Currently the Center teaches patient
 simulation sessions to more than 200 students
each week. Planning has begun in collaboration with
the Gordon Center at the University of Miami to

develop a model paramedic curriculum that fully
integrates patient simulation.

The Center will begin developing its research
 program this summer.  The focus will be on the use

of high-fidelity simulation to enhance clinical
 reasoning skills. Efforts also will continue 

to develop partnerships with area
healthcare providers.

The Center of Educational
Excellence designation is awarded

to a maximum of 18 centers that “have
consistently demonstrated  excellence in

educational philosophy and programs
for the purpose of saving

lives” through patient safety 
and improved medical

 outcomes; 13 centers
now have achieved
this designation.

Members include 
the Gordon Center for
Research in Medical
Education at the
University of Miami

Medical School, the
Oregon Health and

Science University
Simulation & Clinical

Learning Center, the Scott
& White Texas A&M Health

Science Center, and the WISER
Institute for Simulation

Education & Research at the
University of Pittsburgh.

For more information, contact
Williams at 484-2230, mwilliams@pjc.edu; or

Keith Samuels at 484-2231, ksamuels@pjc.edu.
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Kaplan's animal kingdom
Joyce Kaplan, director of PJC’s Zoo Animal Technology program, enjoys sharing photos
of her students’ hands-on learning experiences. Here are photos of PJC students in class
with gators and cheetahs during the final semester of the zoo tech Chehaw rotation; at
the San Diego Zoo and San Diego Wild Animal Park with an anteater, okapi calf and
rhino; and a graduate working at the Duke University primate center.
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